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our Engineer Mr. Mace, that we have nothing further to add thereto, than only
by way of hint to recommend to your and Mr. Mace's consideration whether
the works now subsisting, by being strengthened and improved as much as
their nature and situation will admit of, may not render them sufficiently
defensible and tenable without erecting a new fort or citadel, the expence of
which will be immense and no benefit result from it probably during this
French war; should you and Mr. Mace be of this opinion, the expence of a
new fort will be saved, and no fresh cause for alarm be given the Moor's
Government, which notwithstanding the late treaty it might occasion.
55.    As we entirely agree with you in opinion that there is no utility in
having garrisons at the subordinate settlements and   which   our   late   mis-
fortunes have fully evinced, you are therefore to suffer no buildings to be
erected or repaired, but such as are really necessary for the residence of the
few servants we purpose to have at them, and mercantile purposes only, that
the heavy expences we have hitherto laboured under for buildings and repairs
may be reduced within the most moderate bounds.
56.    In the several buildings it may be necessary to erect for the general
purposes of the settlement you are to be as frugal as possible.   The Council
room and three or four adjoining ones are to be handsome though not ex-
pensive, all other apartments and buildings are to have as little bestowed upon
them as may be consistent with the uses they are intended for,
57.   You must take care that the apartments for our junior servants are
not upon the ground floor and in damp situations, as has been generally the
case and fatal to many of them; let them be plain but convenient and as con-
tiguous to the general scene of business and the respective places of their
employs as may be.
58.    We are told that the buildings formerly made use of ti$ a theatre, may
with a little expence be converted into a church or public place of worship ;
as it was built by the voluntary contribution of the inhabitants at Calcutta,
we think there can be no difficulty in getting it freely applied to the before-
mentioned purpose, especially when we* authorize you to fit it up decently at
the Company's expence as we hereby do,
59.    If you should not be fully in possession again of Bulramgurry0, we
would have a lookout house at least preserved and a flag hoisted there as usual
lest the French should take possession of it, and when affairs are settled in
Bengal it must then become an object of your most serious consideration as a
place that will contribute much to the enlargement of the investment.
60* Chittagong has been represented to us to be so conveniently situated
for trade, and might be advantageous to the Company in so many other
respects that were our affairs in general in a more favourable situation than
at present, we should be tempted to. order an immediate settlement there,
At present we would confine our views to getting leave for hoisting a flag by
way of preserving a right thereto, so as to preclude the French or any other
European powers from any pretensions to that place, and we direct you will
make the necessary applications for ah exclusive liberty if possible of hoisting
a [flag] accordingly, at least that we have the liberty of settling etc., flag there,
notwithstanding any privileges the Nabob may grant to other nations* and
you are to give us your thoughts upon the advantages of trade, situation and